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 “As  the  leaven,  when  mingled  with  the  meal, 
works from within outward, so it is by the renewing 
of  the  heart  that  the  grace  of  God  works  to 
transform  the  life.  No  mere  external  change  is 
sufficient to bring us into harmony with God. There 
are many who try to reform by correcting this or 
that  bad  habit,  and  they  hope  in  this  way  to 
become Christians, but they are beginning in the 
wrong place. Our first work is with the heart.  
     The  man  who  attempts  to  keep  the 
commandments of God from a sense of obligation 
merely--because he is required to do so--will never 
enter into the joy of obedience. He does not obey. 
When  the  requirements  of  God  are  accounted  a 
burden because they cut across human inclination, 
we may know that the life is not a Christian life. 
True  obedience  is  the  outworking  of  a  principle 
within.  It  springs  from the love of  righteousness, 

the  love  of  the  law  of  God. The  essence  of  all 
righteousness  is  loyalty  to  our  Redeemer.”  {White; 
Christ Object Lessons, pg. 97-98}

“God  does  not  regard  all  sins  as  of  equal 
magnitude;  there  are  degrees  of  guilt  in  His 
estimation, as well as in that of man; but however 
trifling this or that wrong act may seem in the eyes of 
men,  no  sin  is  small  in  the  sight  of  God.  Man's 
judgment is partial, imperfect; but God estimates all 
things as they really are.  The drunkard is despised 
and  is  told  that  his  sin  will  exclude  him  from 
heaven; while pride, selfishness, and covetousness 
too often go unrebuked. But these are sins that are 
especially offensive to God; for they are contrary to 
the benevolence of  His  character,  to  that  unselfish 
love  which  is  the  very  atmosphere  of  the  unfallen 
universe. He who falls into some of the grosser sins 
may feel a sense of his shame and poverty and his 
need  of  the  grace  of  Christ;  but  pride  feels  no 
need, and so it closes the heart against Christ and 
the  infinite  blessings  He  came  to  give.”   {White; 
Steps to Christ, p. 30}

“Nothing  is  apparently  more  helpless,  yet  really 
more  invincible,  than  the  soul  that  feels  its 
nothingness and relies wholly on the merits of the 
Saviour.” {White; Testimonies, vol. 7, p. 17}


