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Session 4: Sin Is A Four-Letter Word

The Great Principle of the Universe
The Desire of Ages, pp. 20, 21
There is nothing, save the selfish heart of man, that lives unto itself. No bird that cleaves the air, no 
animal that moves upon the ground, but ministers to some other life. There is no leaf of the forest, or 
lowly blade of grass, but has its ministry. Every tree and shrub and leaf pours forth that element of life 
without which neither man nor animal could live; and man and animal, in turn, minister to the life of 
tree and shrub and leaf. The flowers breathe fragrance and unfold their beauty in blessing to the 
world. The sun sheds its light to gladden a thousand worlds. The ocean, itself the source of all our 
springs and fountains, receives the streams from every land, but takes to give. The mists ascending 
from its bosom fall in showers to water the earth, that it may bring forth and bud.
  The angels of glory find their joy in giving,--giving love and tireless watchcare to souls that are fallen 
and unholy. Heavenly beings woo the hearts of men; they bring to this dark world light from the courts 
above; by gentle and patient ministry they move upon the human spirit, to bring the lost into a 
fellowship with Christ which is even closer than they themselves can know.
     But turning from all lesser representations, we behold God in Jesus. Looking unto Jesus we see 
that it is the glory of our God to give. "I do nothing of Myself," said Christ; "the living Father hath sent 
Me, and I live by the Father." "I seek not Mine own glory," but the glory of Him that sent Me. John 8:28; 
6:57; 8:50; 7:18. In these words is set forth the great principle which is the law of life for the universe. All 
things Christ received from God, but He took to give. So in the heavenly courts, in His ministry for all 
created beings: through the beloved Son, the Father's life flows out to all; through the Son it returns, 
in praise and joyous service, a tide of love, to the great Source of all. And thus through Christ the 
circuit of beneficence is complete, representing the character of the great Giver, the law of life. 

What About Love?
-  1 John 
-  1 Corinthians 13:5
- John 3:16 
- Galatians 2:20 
- Ephesians 5:25 
- John 15:13

God’s Love Becomes Our Love
- 1 John 4:7, 8
- Philippians 2:1-4 
- Matthew 16:24, 25  

Contrasting Characters
Aside from the great creation/Creator divide, the central difference between Satan and Christ is that 
Satan lives for himself and Christ lives for others. 
- Isaiah 14
- Philippians 2

- In heaven itself this law was broken. Sin originated in self-seeking. Lucifer, the covering 
cherub, desired to be first in heaven. He sought to gain control of heavenly beings, to draw 
them away from their Creator, and to win their homage to himself. - The Desire of Ages, p. 21



- Selfishness is contrary to the spirit of Christianity. It is altogether satanic in its nature and 
development.  - Testimonies for the Church, vol. 4, p. 564

- All sin is selfishness. Satan's first sin was a manifestation of selfishness. He sought to grasp 
power, to exalt self. A species of insanity led him to seek to supersede God. And the 
temptation that led Adam to sin, was Satan's declaration that it was possible for man to attain 
to something more than he already enjoyed--possible for him to be as God Himself. The 
sowing of seeds of selfishness in the human heart was the first result of the entrance of sin 
into the world.  

- God desires every one to understand the evil of selfishness, and to cooperate with Him in 
guarding the human family against its terrible, deceptive power. The design of the gospel is to 
confront this evil by means of remedial missionary work, and to destroy its destructive power 
by establishing enterprises of benevolence.  - 1888 Materials, p. 1781

The Completeness of Character
- 2 Timothy 3:1-5 
- Revelation 12:11, 12 
- The completeness of Christian character is attained when the impulse to help and bless others 

springs constantly from within. It is the atmosphere of this love surrounding the soul of the believer 
that makes him a savor of life unto life and enables God to bless his work. Supreme love for God 
and unselfish love for one another--this is the best gift that our heavenly Father can bestow. This 
love is not an impulse, but a divine principle, a permanent power. The unconsecrated heart cannot 
originate or produce it. Only in the heart where Jesus reigns is it found. "We love Him, because He 
first loved us." In the heart renewed by divine grace, love is the ruling principle of action. - Acts of the 
Apostles, 551

- In heaven none will think of self, nor seek their own pleasure; but all, from pure, genuine love, will 
seek the happiness of the heavenly beings around them. If we wish to enjoy heavenly society in the 
earth made new, we must be governed by heavenly principles here.  - In Heavenly Places, 233

- Illustration: Painting Heaven and Hell


