
Revelation 5:11 Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels around the throne, the living creatures, 
and the elders; and the number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands.

Hebrews 1:14  Are [angels] not all ministering spirits sent forth to minister for those who will inherit salvation?
Genesis 28:12 Then he dreamed, and behold, a ladder was set up on the earth, and its top reached to 
heaven; and there the angels of God were ascending and descending on it.

John 1:51 And He said to him, “Most assuredly, I say to you, hereafter you shall see heaven open, and the 
angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.”
Luke 7:6-9 Then Jesus went with them. And when He was already not far from the house, the centurion sent 
friends to Him, saying to Him, “Lord, do not trouble Yourself, for I am not worthy that You should enter under 
my roof. Therefore I did not even think myself worthy to come to You. But say the word, and my servant will be 
healed. For I also am a man placed under authority, having soldiers under me. And I say to one, ‘Go,’ and he 
goes; and to another, ‘Come,’ and he comes; and to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.” When Jesus heard 
these things, He marveled at him, and turned around and said to the crowd that followed Him, “I say to you, I 
have not found such great faith, not even in Israel!” (also Matthew 8:5-10)

‣ Desire of Ages, p. 316 “As I represent the power of Rome, and my soldiers recognize my authority as 
supreme, so dost Thou represent the power of the Infinite God, and all created things obey Thy word. 
Thou canst command the disease to depart, and it shall obey Thee. Thou canst summon Thy 
heavenly messengers, and they shall impart healing virtue. Speak but the word, and my servant shall 
be healed.”
‣ Review and Herald, January 21, 1873 The angels of God are ever moving up and down from earth 

to Heaven, and from Heaven to earth. All the miracles of Christ performed for the afflicted and 
suffering were, by the power of God, through the ministration of angels... All the blessings from God to 
man are through the ministration of holy angels.

John 11:38, 39 Then Jesus, again groaning in Himself, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone lay 
against it. Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of him who was dead, said to Him, “Lord, by 
this time there is a stench, for he has been dead four days.”

John 11:43, 44 Now when He had said these things, He cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come forth!” And he 
who had died came out bound hand and foot with grave clothes, and his face was wrapped with a cloth. Jesus 
said to them, “Loose him, and let him go.”

‣ Desire of Ages, p. 535 Christ could have commanded the stone to remove, and it would have obeyed 
His voice. He could have bidden the angels who were close by His side to do this. At His bidding, 
invisible hands would have removed the stone. But it was to be taken away by human hands. Thus 
Christ would show that humanity is to co-operate with divinity. What human power can do divine 
power is not summoned to do. God does not dispense with man's aid. He strengthens him, co-
operating with him as he uses the powers and capabilities given him.”
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Mark 6:38-42 But He said to them, “How many loaves do you have? Go and see.” And when they found out 
they said, “Five, and two fish.” Then He commanded them to make them all sit down in groups on the green 
grass. So they sat down in ranks, in hundreds and in fifties. And when He had taken the five loaves and the 
two fish, He looked up to heaven, blessed and broke the loaves, and gave them to His disciples to set before 
them; and the two fish He divided among them all. So they all ate and were filled.

‣ Review and Herald, March 29, 1898 When Christ fed the multitude, each one of the disciples was 
given a part in the work. Christ asked his Father's blessing on the food, and it came; but the work was 
not left to one man. Each one was given something to do. So it is now. God has given to every man 
his work; and he expects all to do their part faithfully. 
‣ Desire of Ages,  p. 369 In Christ’s act of supplying the temporal necessities of a hungry multitude is 

wrapped up a deep spiritual lesson for all His workers. Christ received from the Father; He imparted to 
the disciples; they imparted to the multitude; and the people to one another. So all who are united to 
Christ will receive from Him the bread of life, the heavenly food, to impart to others. 

• Education p. 286 Consider the part acted by the disciples in the Saviour's miracle for the feeding of the 
multitude. The food multiplied in the hands of Christ, but the disciples received the loaves and gave to 
the waiting throng. 

• Manuscript Release, Vol. 21, p. 138 Jesus gave thanks and distributed the bread, and lo, the loaves 
multiplied in their distribution. The fish increased in the hands of those who distributed them, and the 
fragments were gathered up, after five thousand had been satisfied. 

• Review and Herald, January 18, 1912 That little morsel of food, with Christ's blessing upon it, 
multiplied in the hands of the disciples, until that which remained after all were satisfied, was greater 
than the original supply. 

• Testimonies for the Church, Vol. 6, p. 263 No doubt many remarks were made as to the impossibility 
of satisfying five thousand hungry men, besides women and children, from that scanty store. But Jesus 
gave thanks and placed the food in the hands of the disciples to be distributed. They gave to the 
multitude, the food increasing in their hands. And when the multitude had been fed, the disciples 
themselves sat down and ate with Christ of the heaven-imparted store. This is a precious lesson for 
every one of Christ's followers. 

The Organization of Israel
Exodus 18:13-24  And so it was, on the next day, that Moses sat to judge the people; and the people stood 
before Moses from morning until evening. So when Moses’ father-in-law saw all that he did for the people, he 
said, “What is this thing that you are doing for the people? Why do you alone sit, and all the people stand 
before you from morning until evening?” And Moses said to his father-in-law, “Because the people come to me 
to inquire of God. When they have a difficulty, they come to me, and I judge between one and another; and I 
make known the statutes of God and His laws.” So Moses’ father-in-law said to him, “The thing that you do is 
not good. Both you and these people who are with you will surely wear yourselves out. For this thing is too 
much for you; you are not able to perform it by yourself. Listen now to my voice; I will give you counsel, and 
God will be with you: Stand before God for the people, so that you may bring the difficulties to God. And you 
shall teach them the statutes and the laws, and show them the way in which they must walk and the work they 
must do. Moreover you shall select from all the people able men, such as fear God, men of truth, hating 
covetousness; and place such over them to be rulers of thousands, rulers of hundreds, rulers of fifties, and 
rulers of tens. And let them judge the people at all times. Then it will be that every great matter they shall bring 
to you, but every small matter they themselves shall judge. So it will be easier for you, for they will bear the 
burden with you. If you do this thing, and God so commands you, then you will be able to endure, and all this 
people will also go to their place in peace.” (see also Numbers 2 and 1 Chronicles 27)
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‣ Review and Herald,  Oct. 12, 1905 The thoroughness and completeness of the organization 
perfected at the beginning of Solomon's reign; the comprehensiveness of the plans for bringing the 
largest number possible of all the people into active service; the wide distribution of responsibility, so 
that the service of God... should not be unduly burdensome to any individual or class,--these are 
lessons which all may study with profit, and which the leaders of the Christian church should 
understand and follow.    

The Organization of the Apostolic Church
Acts 4:33-35 And with great power the apostles gave witness to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And great 
grace was upon them all. Nor was there anyone among them who lacked; for all who were possessors of lands 
or houses sold them, and brought the proceeds of the things that were sold, and laid them at the apostles’ feet; 
and they distributed to each as anyone had need.

Acts 6:1-7 Now in those days, when the number of the disciples was multiplying, there arose a complaint 
against the Hebrews by the Hellenists, because their widows were neglected in the daily distribution. Then the 
twelve summoned the multitude of the disciples and said, “It is not desirable that we should leave the word of 
God and serve tables. Therefore, brethren, seek out from among you seven men of good reputation, full of the 
Holy Spirit and wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business; but we will give ourselves continually to 
prayer and to the ministry of the word.” And the saying pleased the whole multitude. And they chose Stephen, 
a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit, and Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas, a 
proselyte from Antioch, whom they set before the apostles; and when they had prayed, they laid hands on 
them. Then the word of God spread, and the number of the disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a 
great many of the priests were obedient to the faith.

‣ Acts of the Apostles, p. 91 The organization of the church at Jerusalem was to serve as a model for 
the organization of churches in every other place where messengers of truth should win converts to 
the gospel…  Later in the history of the early church, when in various parts of the world many groups 
of believers had been formed into churches, the organization of the church was further perfected, so 
that order and harmonious action might be maintained. Every member was exhorted to act well his 
part. Each was to make a wise use of the talents entrusted to him. 

Matthew 6:9, 10  In this manner, therefore, pray: “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name. Your 
kingdom come. Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.”

‣ Acts of the Apostles, p. 9 The church is God's appointed agency for the salvation of men. It was organized 
for service, and its mission is to carry the gospel to the world. From the beginning it has been God's plan that 
through His church shall be reflected to the world His fullness and His sufficiency. The members of the 
church, those whom He has called out of darkness into His marvelous light, are to show forth His glory. 
‣ Historical Sketches, p. 287 How can you who repeat the Lord's prayer, “Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven,” sit at ease in your homes without helping to carry the torch of truth to others? 
How can you lift up your hands before God and ask his blessing upon yourselves and your families when you 
are doing so little to help others? ...The heavenly messengers are doing their work; but what are we doing? 
Brethren and sisters, God calls upon you to redeem the time.
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