
SESSION TWO: THE KEY TO RIGHTEOUSNESS BY FAITH 

Holiness is constant agreement with God. Shall we not strive to be that 
which Christ so greatly desires us to be--Christians in deed and in truth--
that the world may see in our lives a revelation of the saving power of 
truth? This world is our preparatory school. While here we shall meet with 
trials and difficulties. Continually the enemy of God will seek to draw us 
away from our allegiance. But while we cleave to Him who gave Himself 
for us we are safe.  {HP 33.4} 

Having brought conviction of sin, and presented before the mind the 
standard of righteousness, the Holy Spirit withdraws the affections from 
the things of this earth and fills the soul with a desire for holiness. "He will 
guide you into all truth" (John 16:13), the Saviour declared. If men are 
willing to be molded, there will be brought about a sanctification of the 
whole being. The Spirit will take the things of God and stamp them on the 
soul. By His power the way of life will be made so plain that none need err 
therein.  {AA 52.5} 

The germination of the seed represents the beginning of spiritual life, and 
the development of the plant is a beautiful figure of Christian growth. As in 
nature, so in grace; there can be no life without growth. The plant must 
either grow or die. As its growth is silent and imperceptible, but 
continuous, so is the development of the Christian life. At every stage of 
development our life may be perfect; yet if God's purpose for us is fulfilled, 
there will be continual advancement. Sanctification is the work of a 
lifetime. As our opportunities multiply, our experience will enlarge, and 
our knowledge increase. We shall become strong to bear responsibility, and 
our maturity will be in proportion to our privileges.  {COL 65.2} 



THE 3 LAWS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS BY FAITH: 

1. The law of God --- In my mind. 

2. The law of sin --- In my members (flesh).  

3. The law of the Spirit of life --- In Christ. 

The only law that will guarantee my righteousness is the law of the Spirit 
of life and that law only works when I am *In Christ* 

The Scriptures teach us to seek for the sanctification to God of body, soul, 
and spirit. In this work we are to be laborers together with God. Much may 
be done to restore the moral image of God in man, to improve the physical, 
mental, and moral capabilities. Great changes can be made in the physical 
system by obeying the laws of God and bringing into the body nothing that 
defiles. And while we cannot claim perfection of the flesh, we may have 
Christian perfection of the soul. Through the sacrifice made in our behalf, 
sins may be perfectly forgiven. Our dependence is not in what man can do; 
it is in what God can do for man through Christ. When we surrender 
ourselves wholly to God, and fully believe, the blood of Christ cleanses 
from all sin. The conscience can be freed from condemnation. Through faith 
in His blood, all may be made perfect in Christ Jesus. Thank God that we 
are not dealing with impossibilities. We may claim sanctification. We may 
enjoy the favor of God. We are not to be anxious about what Christ and 
God think of us, but about what God thinks of Christ, our Substitute. Ye are 
accepted in the Beloved. The Lord shows, to the repenting, believing one, 
that Christ accepts the surrender of the soul, to be molded and fashioned 
after His own likeness.  {2SM 32.3} 

The closer you come to Jesus, the more faulty you will appear in your own 
eyes; for your vision will be clearer, and your imperfections will be seen in 
broad and distinct contrast to His perfect nature. This is evidence that 
Satan's delusions have lost their power; that the vivifying influence of the 
Spirit of God is arousing you.  {SC 64.2}


