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WHY JESUS WAS ALWAYS
TALKING ABOUT PLANTS
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While Jesus’ parables referred to
everyday matters like tending sheep,

catching fish, and saving money, far
and away His stories were most often

pased on the agricultural cycle.
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Why was Jesus always talking about plants?
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“The Spirit of the Lord God is upon Me, because the
Lord has anointed Me to preach good tidings to the
poor; He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, to
proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of
the prison to those who are bound.”
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S0 He came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up.
And as His custom was, He went into the synagogue on
the Sabbath day, and stood up to read. And He was
handed the book of the prophet Isaiah. And when He had
opened the book, He found the place where It was written:
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“The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He has anointed
Me to preach the gospel to the poor; He has sent Me to heal
the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives and
recovery of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are

oppressed; to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lora.”
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Then He closed the book, and gave It back to the attendant
and sat down. And the eyes of all who were in the
synagogue were fixed on Him. And He began to say to
them, “Today this Scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.”
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For as the earth brings forth its bud, as the garden
causes the things that are sown in it to spring
forth, so the Lord God will cause righteousness
and praise to spring forth before all the nations.
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Jesus talked about plants, seeds, soll, crops,
and harvests so much because it was part of

tatement.
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A spiritual process akin to the

agricu
the knowledge of H

tural cycle is how God intends

hteousness to

S rig

spread throughout the earth.
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© Just as the a
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tural cycle

gricu
the crop, in the “Cycle of Evangelism’
{rue success In reac

soll preparation, seed planting, and the
cultivation, harvest, and preservation of
these sequential steps are essential for
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The first step in the Evangelism Cycle is to

prepare the soll of the heart.
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the reception of truth. We do this by drawing
close to people through being kind, intentionally

social, and ministering to practical needs.
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And when a great multitude had gathered, and they hao
come to Him from every city, He spoke by a parable: “A
sower went out to sow his seed. And as he sowed,

ome fell by the wayside; and it was trampled down,
and the birds of the air devoured it.
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‘Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of
God... the ones that fell on the good ground are those
who, having heard the word with a noble and good
heart, keep it and bear fruit with patience.




! 4_,1_»~;.,4’. F 45 ra™ L )
5:’/“ ¥ iedrle Lo Cr 0394%%
'{‘rsl'}""l 7 g o ,. ”’l'”
'I‘Tlf.v-::/,'/: ,/ 039293050103 ,;:.{,(

L ’.4’." 4 ¥ ) . » b > -

.;f:/)‘,l,.‘. {) 'e%s ,"'4"/.{

DB a8 0 4 CrCrdy {PCFCy
$a2saness 2
(45 d 2 7 & £l
a2eL o218 849,
@8-
>
»

1Y .Y : :
Sy eyt eyt
NN SN Y Y Y Y S
Y Y Yy Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Yy Y

’.~‘;""’."! z ) y N ), ) ' { . ) ; o 5 ’
o . b ) ats” ‘ 2T " >
! 4 , oY, g ' 2l B ot , LataTeYs
05y < : ' : Lrs : A (L etrs
bt . 5 ) o : TaSaYeTe" | ‘. pot
. . » ’ X » »d . / » » pl - » »§
T : ! . ’ SRS Pe¥e" o C B r PCPCITH O
CHU > : g ‘8" ’ ) Yatet ’ ol atala e, Ty
D ‘ ) o (] ) J ’ > atal ein_ s el L2l ) WLl Sl il
‘ : 4 ) ' > Col 2o vl pl 35 yd ol 2l g 2k pLD
n 4 ol 34 f ¢ b 03 ) > 4 ot Yo teta e
‘l, o1 e ) g ] ) ‘ ; A o a ¥ @ o 2008 ¢ LSS
' £ : 14 5 y d o . D ; wd T i WV A SaN W " Savava®. AN,

The sowers of the seed have a work to do in preparing
hearts to receive the gospel. In the ministry of the word
there Is too much sermonizing, and too little of real
heart-to-heart work. There is need of personal labor for
the souls of the lost. In Christlike sympathy we should
___come close to men individually, and seek to awaken

. ‘.‘-‘.JM -

N their interest in the great things of eternal life.

—
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Their hearts may be as hard as the beaten highway, ang
apparently it may be a useless effort to present the
Saviour to them; but while logic may fail to move, and
argument be powerless to convince, the love of Christ,
revealed in personal ministry, may soften the stony
heart, so that the seed of truth can take root.
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to sow the seed of truth.

After building friendship and trust, we should
test the soil by planting seeds of truth. This is
the time to share religious literature, media, or

our personal testimony.
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cclesiastes 11:4-6

He who observes the wind will not sow, and he who
regaras the clouds will not reap... In the morning sow your
seed, and in the evening do not withhold your hand; for
you do not know which will prosper, either this or
that, or whether both alike will be good.
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Blessed are you who sow beside all waters, who
send out freely the feet of the ox and the donkey.
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You are to sow the seeds of truth in every place. Wherever
you can gain access, hold forth the word of God. Sow
beside all waters. You may not at once see the result of
your labors, but be not discouraged. Speak the words that
Christ gives you. Work in His lines. Go forth everywhere as
He did during His ministry on the earth. The world's
Redeemer had many hearers, but few followers.
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The third step in the Evangelism Cycle is to

cultivate the interest through Bible study.

When someone responds positively to spiritual
seed, that interest needs to be cultivated by the

Word of God. This is best accomplisheo

through weekly personal Bible studies.
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As newborn babes, desire the pure milk of the
word, that you may grow thereby, if indeed you

have tasted that the Lord
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S0 Philip ran to him, and heard him reading the prophet
Isalah, and said, “Do you understand what you are
reading?” And he said, “How can |, unless someone

guides me?”...Then Ph|||p opened his mouth, ana
peginning at this Scripture, preached Jesus to him
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the growing cycle. Where soil preparation and seed
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The fourth step in the Evangelism Cycle is
harvesting the crop by decisions for baptism.
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to lead those embrac
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baptismal preparation class.
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continually goes forth weeping, bearing seed for
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heaves with him.
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Review and Herald, April 24, 1883 0

The salvation of sinners requires earnest, personal
labor. We are to bear to them the word of life, not to
walit for them to come to us. With personal piety and a
consistent course of life our earnest heart-telt appeals
will be, through God, as sharp arrows of the Almighty
to plerce the sin-hardened heart, as sharp sickles to

. c-‘—“lﬂ*

{ reap a precious harvest for the heavenly garner.
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practical discipleship course.

iS preserving new mem

The fifth step in the Evangelism Cycle
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growth of the church.

ISCIp

ISCIp

After baptism, new members should be
It IS here that the d

led through a systematic d
make other 0
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‘For as the rain comes down, and the snow from
heaven, and do not return there, but water the earth,
and make It bring forth and bud, that it may give seed
to the sower and bread to the eater, so shall My
word be that goes forth from My mouth; It shall not
return to Me void, but it shall accomplish what | please,
and It shall prosper in the thing for which | sent it.

:“' >
’x’;" -
3 \\ d’ > X 4
A\




Ay A
. AL AL A A AR A .
AALCLUA LS AA LA
PP BB 0000 E000ROB SR
A A h a A AR S AR A A A

-
ANANAAANMAAA DA AN P.P.P»):'}o.b
...:((ff(l((((lfff((f.-lf)
DGR RGOS RReEhe s S e oo
..{:f_-.o//,...ff_,r,,r/r.ff.l-()

...... AR R B

AR A A LAANALANRNAAA NN AN
AAA A A A A R h A A A A R A A A e A

LA LULD LUl a
R R T T
LAAA, GAALN A CAGA G,

PeSCRevans
ISHVCCCRCITE A
oL w:

AL A A AN A LA
A A A A A . : SAN S

Lren AN LA A AN LA AN LAA A A

v . - - ' . ——
R R R R TS,
WAAAAAA A A A nA_A_A A N
A ~ LA A AA A A A A AL A, -
..... A . oA AA Al
5 AAA R A LA A .
: oA A 5 5 P
~ ALK A, A A LS AA 'Y
3 - |
...... A A AR A A A
~ AN , AL A A AL

AAAA LA A A A AL AR A AA AR AR
A ks :

AR A A A A

oy
-~
.
O Y e Sy
@ & <
L b S B -
= . ¥y
Ny 'y
Y YTy
v'r'y vy viv'e
v vy y vy
v A A g gy

ANAAAIA A
CeBHDEROn
R r RS R D B
.. )H.R saesal
YIRS Ay
N Ny e Sy
AR A A A Sty
Wiy e
Y Y Y Y™y

C0RVTR 0T
AN
J

14

John 4

M Wi

“Whoever drinks of the water that | shall give h
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never thirst. But the water that | shall give h
become In him a fountain of water spr

everlasting life.”
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REVIEWandHerId BBt 1
December 3, 1908 :

t Is an eternal law of Jehovah that he who accepts the truth
S to make it his first work to proclaim the truth. But who Is It
that makes the burden of perishing sinners his own? Among
God's people today there is a fearful lack of the sympathy
that should be felt for souls unsaved. We talk of Christian
_missions, the sound of our voice Is heard; but do we feel
1 hnst S tender heart-longing for those outside the fold?
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It IS evident that all the sermons that have been preached
have not developed a large class of selt-denying workers.
This subject Is to be considered as involving the most serious
results... The churches are withering up because they have
failed to use their talents in diffusing light. Careful instruction
should be given which will be as lessons from the Master,
. ”1‘,; that all may put their light to practical use.

v “’ >
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t IS little wonder the retention rates of newly

baptized church members is so poor. If the
excitement of a public campaign fades and the

truth has only been accepted in theory but not in

practice... what else should we expect?
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We need to embrace the full Cycle of
vangelism, both individually and corporately,
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to grow believers in the Word, making them

genuine

disciples of Jesus Christ.
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