SOIL: Defining the Terms



Terms

Colloid — A very tiny particle that has a charged surface that attracts Cations.
Cation — An ion with a positive charge.

Anion — An ion with a negative charge.

CEC — A measure of the soil’s ability to hold nutrients that are cations.

Base Saturation Percent — Percentage of the CEC occupied by cations other than
Hydrogen and Aluminum.

pH — Measure of the acidity or alkalinity of a soil based on Hydrogen ion concentration.
Adsorption — Bonding of an ion or compound to a solid surface.

Humus — Stable residue of organic matter decomposition.

Organic Matter — Material of plant or animal origin that decays in the soil to form humus.
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Insoluble but available



Review / Q&A






