
TRADING THE TALENTS
2. Evaluating Investment Options
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INVESTMENT SCORECARD

Easy to Understand?

Can It Beat Inflation?

Is It Low Cost? 

Is It Diversified?

Is It Non-Speculative?

How Much Time to 
Manage? 

Acceptable Risk?

Liquidity?

Complete Moral 
Clarity?

9 POINTS TOTAL
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• The scorecard is a guideline to help evaluate 
investment types.  Some ratings may be 
subjective.

• Higher scoring investments should be given 
priority in our portfolios.

• However, lower scoring investments can still be 
valuable for diversification purposes.

USING THE SCORECARD
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TYPES OF SHORT-TERM 
SAVINGS
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TYPES OF SHORT-TERM 
SAVINGS

• Savings Accounts/Money Market

• Certificate of Deposit

• Bonds/TIPS/Bond Funds

• SDA Union Revolving Funds
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SAVINGS SCORECARD

Easy to Understand?

Can It Beat Inflation?

Is It Low Cost? 

Is It Diversified?

Is It Non-Speculative?

How Much Time to 
Manage? 

Acceptable Risk?

Liquidity?

Complete Moral 
Clarity?
5-8 POINTS
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LONG-TERM INVESTMENTS
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FINANCIAL ADVISORS
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FINANCIAL ADVISORS
• Salesmen vs. Fiduciaries

• CFP: Certified Financial Planner

• Follow the money! (Flat fee, percent of assets, commissions, etc?)

• Doctors are prime targets

• No one will ever care as much about your money 
than you (unless they want part of it for themselves).
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FINANCIAL ADVISOR 
SPECTRUM

http://www.mymoneyblog.com/full-spectrum-of-financial-advisors.html
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BUSINESS / PRACTICE
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BUSINESS/PRACTICE SCORECARD

Easy to Understand?

Can It Beat Inflation?

Is It Low Cost? 

Is It Diversified?

Is It Non-Speculative?

How Much Time to 
Manage? 

Acceptable Risk?

Liquidity?

Complete Moral 
Clarity?

__ POINTS
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INDIVIDUAL STOCKS
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STOCKS SCORECARD

Easy to Understand?

Can It Beat Inflation?

Is It Low Cost? 

Is It Diversified?

Is It Non-Speculative?

How Much Time to 
Manage? 

Acceptable Risk?

Liquidity?

Complete Moral 
Clarity?

3-4 POINTS
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ACTIVE MUTUAL FUNDS
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MUTUAL FUNDS SCORECARD

Easy to Understand?

Can It Beat Inflation?

Is It Low Cost? 

Is It Diversified?

Is It Non-Speculative?

How Much Time to 
Manage? 

Acceptable Risk?

Liquidity?

Complete Moral 
Clarity?

7 POINTS
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SOCIALLY RESPONSIBLE
INVESTING (SRI) FUNDS
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SRI SCORECARD

Easy to Understand?

Can It Beat Inflation?

Is It Low Cost? 

Is It Diversified?

Is It Non-Speculative?

How Much Time to 
Manage? 

Acceptable Risk?

Liquidity?

Complete Moral 
Clarity?

7 POINTS
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SRI FUND EXAMPLES
WealthSimple

• Ave Maria Funds (Catholic)

• Halal Funds (Muslim)

• Biblically Responsible vs. 
Socially Responsible
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SRI FUND EXAMPLES
Timothy Plan
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INDEX (PASSIVE) FUNDS

21

INDEX FUNDS SCORECARD

Easy to Understand?

Can It Beat Inflation?

Is It Low Cost? 

Is It Diversified?

Is It Non-Speculative?

How Much Time to 
Manage? 

Acceptable Risk?

Liquidity? (ETFs)

Complete Moral 
Clarity?

8 POINTS
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INDEX FUND ADVISEMENT SERVICES
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REAL ESTATE
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REAL ESTATE SCORECARD

Easy to Understand?

Can It Beat Inflation?

Is It Low Cost? 

Is It Diversified?

Is It Non-Speculative?

How Much Time to 
Manage? 

Acceptable Risk?

Liquidity?

Complete Moral 
Clarity?

4-5 POINTS
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HOMES IN THE COUNTRY

• Fathers and mothers who possess a piece of 
land and a comfortable home are kings 
and queens.  [AH 141.2]

• Educate our people to get out of the cities into 
the country, where they can obtain a small 
piece of land and make a home for 
themselves and their children.  [AH 373.2]
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HOMES IN THE COUNTRY

• Parents can secure small homes in the 
country, with land for cultivation, where they 
can have orchards and where they can raise 
vegetables and small fruits to take the place of 
flesh meat… God will help His people to 
find such homes outside the cities. [CL 
24.3]
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REAL ESTATE INVESTMENT 
TRUST (REIT)
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REIT SCORECARD

Easy to Understand?

Can It Beat Inflation?

Is It Low Cost? 

Is It Diversified?

Is It Non-Speculative?

How Much Time to 
Manage? 

Acceptable Risk?

Liquidity?

Complete Moral 
Clarity?

4-8 POINTS
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BOOKS
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• SavingTheCrumbs.com

• WhiteCoatInvestor.com

• MrMoneyMustache.com

• JLCollinsNH.com 

WEBSITES
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