
The Bible and the First Amendment 



Great Controversy, page 295 
o “"The framers of the 

Constitution recognized the 
eternal principle that man's 
relation with his God is above 
human legislation, and his 
rights of conscience 
inalienable.” Congressional 
documents (U.S.A.), serial No. 
200, document No. 271.  {GC 
295.3}  



Revelation 12:15-16 
• And the serpent cast out of his 

mouth water as a flood after 
the woman, that he might 
cause her to be carried away of 
the flood.  And the earth helped 
the woman, and the earth 
opened her mouth, and 
swallowed up the flood which 
the dragon cast out of his 
mouth. Revelation 12:15-16. 

 

 

 

 



• Dragon (Satan) persecutes the woman 
(Church). Verse 13. 

• Woman (Church(Ephesians 5;25) 
escapes to the wilderness from dragon 
(Satan) that persecutes for 1,260 years.  
Verse 14. 

• Serpent/Dragon  (Satan) spews water 
(Floods of ungodly men of many 
nations(Psalms 18:4) to destroy the 
church.  Verse 15 

• The earth (A relatively unpopulated area) 
opens to swallow up the water (Floods of 
ungodly men) providing a way of escape 
for the church.  Verse 16. 

 

 

 

 

 





• “My father descended from one 

of the Pilgrims who came to 

America in the ship Mayflower, 

and landed upon Plymouth 

Rock, December, 1620.” James 

White: Life Incidents, page 9. 

 



Maranatha page 193.4 
o “The Lord has done more for the United 

States than for any other country upon 
which the sun shines. Here He provided an 
asylum for His people, where they could 
worship Him according to the dictates of 
conscience. Here Christianity has 
progressed in its purity. The life-giving 
doctrine of the one Mediator between God 
and man has been freely taught. God 
designed that this country should ever 
remain free for all people to worship Him in 
accordance with the dictates of conscience. 
He designed that its civil institutions, in 
their expansive productions, should 
represent the freedom of gospel privileges.” 



Revelation 12:17 

o “And the dragon was wroth with 

the woman, and went to make war 

with the remnant of her seed, 

which keep the commandments of 

God, and have the testimony of 

Jesus Christ.” 

 



Evangelism page 570.2 
o “God would be pleased to see far more 

accomplished by His people in the 
presentation of the truth for this time to the 
foreigners in America than has been done 
in the past. . . . As I have testified for years, 
if we were quick in discerning the opening 
providences of God, we should be able to 
see in the multiplying opportunities to 
reach many foreigners in America a divinely 
appointed means of rapidly extending the 
third angel's message into all the nations 
of earth. God in His providence has brought 
men to our very doors and thrust them, as 
it were, into our arms, that they might learn 
the truth, and be qualified to do a work we 
could not do in getting the light before men 
of other tongues.”   





Great Controversy, page 564.5 

o “The Constitution of the 

United States 

guarantees liberty of 

conscience.  Nothing is 

dearer or more 

fundamental.”  



Great Controversy, page 442.2 
o “The founders of the nation wisely 

sought to guard against the 
employment of secular power on the 
part of the church, with its inevitable 
result--intolerance and persecution. 
The Constitution provides that 
"Congress shall make no law 
respecting an establishment of 
religion, or prohibiting the free 
exercise thereof," and that "no 
religious test shall ever be required 
as a qualification to any office or 
public trust under the United States."   



2 Chronicles 19:11 

o “And, behold, Amariah the chief 

priest is over you in all matters of 

the LORD; and Zebadiah the son of 

Ishmael, the ruler of the house of 

Judah, for all the king's matters: 

also the Levites shall be officers 

before you. Deal courageously, and 

the LORD shall be with the good.” 



2 Chronicles 26:16-21 
o Verse 16: King Uzziah sought to go into 

the temple to burn incense and 
transgressed against God. 

o Verses 17-18: Azariah the Priest and 80 
priests withstood the King telling him that 
only the priests, the sons of Aaron are 
consecrated to burn incense in the 
temple. 

o Verses 19:21” King Uzziah was angry and 
attempted to burn incense but was 
stricken with leprosy and was cut off from 
the house of the Lord.   

 



First Amendment: 

o “Congress shall 

make NO LAW 

respecting an 

ESTABLISHMENT of 

religion.” 

o Prohibiting the FREE 

EXERCISE thereof,"  

 



Daniel 3:4-6 
o “Then an herald cried aloud, To you 

it is commanded, O people, nations, 
and languages, That at what time ye 
hear the sound of the cornet, flute, 
harp, sackbut, psaltery, dulcimer, 
and all kinds of musick, ye fall down 
and worship the golden image that 
Nebuchadnezzar the king hath set 
up: And whoso falleth not down and 
worshippeth shall the same hour be 
cast into the midst of a burning fiery 
furnace.” 

 



Daniel 3:16-18 
o “Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abednego, answered and said to 
the king, O Nebuchadnezzar, we are 
not careful to answer thee in this 
matter.  If it be so, our God whom 
we serve is able to deliver us from 
the burning fiery furnace, and he 
will deliver us out of thine hand, O 
king.  But if not, be it known unto 
thee, O king, that we will not serve 
thy gods, nor worship the golden 
image which thou hast set up. 



Daniel 6:7-9 

o “All the presidents of the kingdom, the 
governors, and the princes, the counsellors, 
and the captains, have consulted together to 
establish a royal statute, and to make a firm 
decree, that whosoever shall ask a petition of 
any God or man for thirty days, save of thee, O 
king, he shall be cast into the den of lions.  
Now, O king, establish the decree, and sign 
the writing, that it be not changed, according 
to the law of the Medes and Persians, which 
altereth not.  Wherefore king Darius signed 
the writing and the decree.” 



Daniel 6:4-5 

o “Then the presidents and princes 
sought to find occasion against 
Daniel concerning the kingdom; 
but they could find none occasion 
nor fault; forasmuch as he was 
faithful, neither was there any 
error or fault found in him.  Then 
said these men, We shall not find 
any occasion against this Daniel, 
except we find it against him 
concerning the law of his God.” 

 



Daniel 6:10-11 

o “Now when Daniel knew that the 
writing was signed, he went into 
his house; and his windows being 
open in his chamber toward 
Jerusalem, he kneeled upon his 
knees three times a day, and 
prayed, and gave thanks before his 
God, as he did aforetime.  Then 
these men assembled, and found 
Daniel praying and making 
supplication before his God.” 



Daniel 3:29 

o “Therefore I make a decree, 
That every people, nation, and 
language, which speak any thing 
amiss against the God of 
Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego, shall be cut in 
pieces, and their houses shall 
be made a dunghill: because 
there is no other God that can 
deliver after this sort.” 



Daniel 6:26 

o “I make a decree, That in every 

dominion of my kingdom men 

tremble and fear before the God of 

Daniel: for he is the living God, and 

stedfast for ever, and his kingdom 

that which shall not be destroyed, 

and his dominion shall be even unto 

the end.” 



Luke 13:1 

o “There were present at that 

season some that told him of 

the Galilaeans, whose blood 

Pilate had mingled with their 

sacrifices.” 

 



Revelation 2:10 

o “Fear none of those 
things which thou shalt 
suffer: behold, the devil 
shall cast some of you 
into prison, that ye may 
be tried; and ye shall 
have tribulation ten days: 
be thou faithful unto 
death, and I will give thee 
a crown of life.” 



John 18:33 

o “Then Pilate entered into 

the judgment hall again, 

and called Jesus, and 

said unto him, Art thou 

the King of the Jews?” 



John 18:36-37 
o “Jesus answered, My kingdom is not 

of this world: if my kingdom were of 
this world, then would my servants 
fight, that I should not be delivered 
to the Jews: but now is my kingdom 
not from hence.  Pilate therefore 
said unto him, Art thou a king then? 
Jesus answered, Thou sayest that I 
am a king. To this end was I born, 
and for this cause came I into the 
world, that I should bear witness 
unto the truth. Every one that is of 
the truth heareth my voice.” 



Daniel 7:25 

o “And he shall speak great words 

against the most High, and shall wear 

out the saints of the most High, and 

think to change times and laws: and 

they shall be given into his hand until 

a time and times and the dividing of 

time.” 



Protesting against Oppression: 
o “For therein is the righteousness of God 

revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, 
The just shall live by faith.”   Romans 1:17 

o “Then Peter and the other apostles 
answered and said, We ought to obey God 
rather than men.”  Acts 5:29  

o “But ye are a chosen generation, a royal 
priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar 
people; that ye should shew forth the 
praises of him who hath called you out of 
darkness into his marvellous light:”  1 
Peter 2:9 

 





Great Controversy page 441.1 
o “Freedom of religious faith was also 

granted, every man being permitted to 
worship God according to the dictates of 
his conscience. Republicanism and 
Protestantism became the fundamental 
principles of the nation. These principles 
are the secret of its power and 
prosperity. The oppressed and 
downtrodden throughout Christendom 
have turned to this land with interest and 
hope. Millions have sought its shores, 
and the United States has risen to a 
place among the most powerful nations 
of the earth.” 



What is happening today? 



 

 

 

New York Times: February 2, 2017: The Johnson Act 

 

 o “President Trump vowed on 

Thursday to overturn a law 

restricting political speech by tax-

exempt churches, a potentially 

huge victory for the religious right 

and a gesture to evangelicals, a 

voting bloc he attracted to his 

campaign by promising to free up 

their pulpits.” 

 

“Repealing the law would require 

approval by Congress, which could prove 

challenging given that Democrats, and 

even some Republicans, would resist 

what many view as an erosion of the 

separation between church and state…..  

Eliminating the measure has been a goal 

of many social conservatives, who argue 

that it unfairly restricts clergy members 

from expressing themselves by 

endorsing, or speaking out against, 

political candidates.” 



Great Controversy, page 592.3 

o  The dignitaries of church and state will unite to bribe, 
persuade, or compel all classes to honor the Sunday. 
The lack of divine authority will be supplied by 
oppressive enactments. Political corruption is 
destroying love of justice and regard for truth; and even 
in free America, rulers and legislators, in order to 
secure public favor, will yield to the popular demand for 
a law enforcing Sunday observance. Liberty of 
conscience, which has cost so great a sacrifice, will no 
longer be respected. In the soon-coming conflict we 
shall see exemplified the prophet's words: "The dragon 
was wroth with the woman, and went to make war with 
the remnant of her seed, which keep the 
commandments of God, and have the testimony of 
Jesus Christ." Revelation 12:17.  {GC 592.3}  



Great Controversy, page 443.3 

o “Whenever the church has obtained 

secular power, she has employed it 

to punish dissent from her 

doctrines. Protestant churches that 

have followed in the steps of Rome 

by forming alliance with worldly 

powers have manifested a similar 

desire to restrict liberty of 

conscience....” 



What are we to do? 



Zechariah 7:9-10 

o “Thus speaketh the LORD of hosts, 

saying, Execute true judgment, and shew 

mercy and compassions every man to 

his brother: And oppress not the widow, 

nor the fatherless, the stranger, nor the 

poor; and let none of you imagine evil 

against his brother in your heart."  



o The banner of truth and religious 
liberty held aloft by the founders of 
the gospel church and by God's 
witnesses during the centuries that 
have passed since then, has, in this 
last conflict, been committed to our 
hands. The responsibility for this great 
gift rests with those whom God has 
blessed with a knowledge of His word. 
{AA 68.2}  

Acts of the Apostles page 68.2Ac 



o Let the watchmen now lift up their 
voice, and give the message which is 
present truth for this time. Let us show 
people where we are in prophetic 
history, and seek to arouse the spirit 
of true Protestantism, awakening the 
world to a sense of the value of the 
privileges of religious liberty so long 
enjoyed.--Testimonies, vol. 5, p. 716.  
{ChS 163.1}  



o We are not doing the will of God if we sit 
in quietude, doing nothing to preserve 
liberty of conscience. Fervent, effectual 
prayer should be ascending to heaven 
that this calamity may be deferred until 
we can accomplish the work which has so 
long been neglected. Let there be most 
earnest prayer and then let us work in 
harmony with our prayers.--5T 714 
(1889).  {LDE 127.2}  



Acts 17:6-7 

o “And when they found them not, they 

drew Jason and certain brethren unto 

the rulers of the city, crying, These that 

have turned the world upside down are 

come hither also; Whom Jason hath 

received: and these all do contrary to 

the decrees of Caesar, saying that there 

is another king, one Jesus.” 



Acts of the Apostles page 68.2 

o “We are to recognize human government 
as an ordinance of divine appointment, 
and teach obedience to it as a sacred 
duty, within its legitimate sphere. But 
when its claims conflict with the claims of 
God, we must obey God rather than men. 
God's word must be recognized as above 
all human legislation. A "Thus saith the 
Lord" is not to be set aside for a "Thus 
saith the church" or a "Thus saith the 
state." The crown of Christ is to be lifted 
above the diadems of earthly potentates.” 


