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WHAT’S WRONG WITH THAT?

▸ Excerpt from “The Role of the Law in Salvation” by Lewis R 
Walton JATS February 1991 

▸ “Are the egocentric motivations that lead us to the cross 
sufficient to KEEP us there?”



WHAT’S WRONG WITH THAT?

▸ “Somewhere we must learn that there are better reasons for the 
second coming than escape from arthritis and property taxes. 
What about heaven? What about the pain felt there every day as 
long as sin goes on? On occasion, television news gives us a view 
of other people’s agony-the starving child in east Africa, the little 
boy blinded by an explosive device left over from the Iran-Iraq 
war. When we have seen all of this we can stand, we have the 
option of turning off the television. Heaven does not have that 
option. Heaven has to watch” -Lewis R Walton



WHAT’S WRONG WITH THAT?

▸ “Those who think of hastening or hindering the 
gospel think of it in relation to themselves and to 
the world. Few think of its relation to God. Few give 
thought to the suffering that sin has caused our 
Creator. All heaven suffered in Christ’s agony; but 
that suffering did not begin or end with His 
manifestation in humanity…



WHAT’S WRONG WITH THAT?

▸“The cross is a revelation to our dull senses 
of the pain that, from its very inception, sin 
has brought to the heart of God…



WHAT’S WRONG WITH THAT?

▸ “Every departure from the right, every deed of 
cruelty, every failure of humanity to reach His ideal, 
brings grief to Him. When there came upon Israel 
the calamities that were the sure result of 
separation from God,—subjugation by their 
enemies, cruelty, and death,—it is said that



WHAT’S WRONG WITH THAT?

▸ “”His soul was grieved for the misery of Israel.” “In 
all their affliction He was afflicted: …and He bare 
them, and carried them all the days of old.” Judges 
10:16; Isaiah 63:9” -Education 263.1



WHAT’S WRONG WITH THAT?

▸ “Language could not be plainer. Heaven is hurting now, 
and so is Jesus. There are far better reasons for 
hastening His coming than our selfish needs. We should 
long for the second advent in order to ease His pain as 
well as ours; and, if we are the mature Christians we 
claim to be, with a message that will send the world to 
judgment, we ought to see this more clearly than any 
people group in the world.” -Lewis R Walton



A CALL TO REASON

▸ Regarding the topic of eternal torment: “If this is sound Bible 
truth, instead of preventing the salvation of sinners, it will be the 
means of winning them to Christ. If the love of God will not 
induce the rebel to yield, the terrors of an eternal hell will not 
drive him to repentance. Besides, it does not seem a proper way 
to win souls to Jesus by appealing to one of the lowest attributes 
of the mind,—abject fear. The love of Jesus attracts; it will subdue 
the hardest heart.”” Ellen White’s Mother, Life Sketches 49.4



WHAT MOTIVATES YOU?

▸ Jesus’ prayer in John 17 

▸ Jesus desires you to be in heaven for unselfish reasons, 
and because He loves you 

▸Do you want to be with Him for unselfish reasons because 
you love Him?
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