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The Christian walk is the 
quintessential group project - 
with real world implications
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Different Kind of 
Friend

Different Kind of 
Lover

We become a…
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So God created man in His own image; in the 
image of God He created him; male and 
female He created them. 28 Then God blessed 
them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and 
multiply; fill the earth and subdue it; have 
dominion over the fish of the sea, over the 
birds of the air, and over every living thing that 
moves on the earth.”

Genesis 1:27-28



The world has 

always been 

ours to win
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1. God

2. Family

3. Friends

4. Work

5. Possessions
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1. God


2. Family, Friends, Work, Possessions
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In the New 
Testament there are 
59 “one to another” 

or “one another” 
admonitions
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“And be kind to one another, 
tenderhearted, forgiving one 
another, even as God in Christ 
forgave you.

Ephesians 4:32 



Be kindly affectionate to one another 
with brotherly love, in honor giving 
preference to one another; 11 not 
lagging in diligence, fervent in spirit, 
serving the Lord;

Romans 12:10-11 



“Just me and God”?
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Salvation is a personal gift

Sanctification is a group effort
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“I do not pray for these alone, but also 
for those who will believe in Me through 
their word; 21 that they all may be one, 
as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You; 
that they also may be one in Us, that the 
world may believe that You sent Me.”

John 17:20-21 [a]



“And the glory which You gave Me I have 
given them, that they may be one just as We 
are one: 23 I in them, and You in Me; that they 
may be made perfect in one, and that the 
world may know that You have sent Me, and 
have loved them as You have loved Me.”

John 17:22-23 [b]



Love for God is 

measured in 
relationships
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By this all will know that you are My 
disciples, if you have love for one 
another.

John 13:35



Different Kind of Friend



A Real Appreciation
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Layers of the Human Experience 

.......................................................................................................................
The Crowd 

Classmates/Cohort/Coworkers/Church Family 

Friends

Extended family & close friends 

Immediate family 

Children

Spouse

.........................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................
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Can God use me as a single person?


Can God grow me as a single person?
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Any situation that calls me to confront my 
selfishness has enormous spiritual value… 
[marriage] is also a means by which God can 
redeem us in other areas of character. I found 
a tremendous amount of immaturity within 
me that my marriage directly confronted.

Gary Thomas, Sacred Marriage



We can’t become good 
at what we don’t value
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In fact, there is much in Christian history that has 
unofficially (and at times blatantly) considered married 
believers to be second-class Christians who 
compromised their integrity or were too weak to contain 
their sexual urges. Augustine through he was being 
charitable when he wrote, referring to the intent to 
procreate, “Marital intercourse makes something good 
out of the evil of lust.” Scripture may be infallible, but 
Christian history isn’t, and unfounded prejudices do exist. 

Gary Thomas, Sacred Marriage, p. 21



Although Christianity was born out of Judaism, a religion in 
which marriage was considered a religious duty […] it wasn’t 
long until married believers were scarcely an afterthought 
during centuries of writing on spiritual theology (studying 
how Christian believers grow in their faith, learn to pray, and 
draw closer to God). Most of the Christian classics were 
written by monks and nuns for monks and nuns… the 
thought of pursuing God through marriage wasn’t really 
given serious consideration; instead, the emphasis was 
largely on pursuing God in spite of marriage.

Gary Thomas, Sacred Marriage, p. 22



Genesis 1 & 2

“Jesus is my boyfriend/husband”??
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Spiritual Joy 

You will show me the path of life; 

In Your presence is fullness of joy; 


At Your right hand are pleasures forevermore. Psalm 16:11

Platonic Happiness 

Jonathan & David - 1 Samuel


Paul - Epistles 

Sexual Pleasure 
Song of Solomon
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WEIRD
Western, Educated, Industrialized, 

Rich, Democratic [societies]
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What God pronounced 
as “not good,” 


we’ve declared “good.” 
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Neither promiscuity nor sexual 
repression (protracted singleness) 

honors our Creator’s intent. 
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Furthermore, neither situation 
makes for a compelling witness 

for God or His Gospel. 
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God created us to enjoy 

healthy sexual expression 


(i.e. marriage)

Darlye Élise | ExceedTheOrdinary.com

http://exceedtheordinary.com


Let your fountain be blessed, And 
rejoice with the wife of your youth.

Proverbs 5:18
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Your college experience can 
offer you academics, campus 

ministry opportunities, 

AND love.
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Blue Zones

National Geographic, 
November 2005
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God’s Blueprint for Human Flourishing

Prayer is not so much,

“Lord, is ______ your will?” 


but rather, 


“Jesus, show me how to do ______ well.”
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God’s blessings are 
baked into 


His blueprint 
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Caleb, Joshua, 

and “marital” Canaan
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Holistic discipleship entails modeling 
for and teaching others to eagerly 
embrace becoming husbands and 

wives, fathers and mothers
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Different Kind of Lover
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The Christian walk is the 
quintessential group project - 
with real world implications
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Different Kind of 
Friend

Different Kind of 
Lover

We become a…
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