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Preparation
Success is where preparation and opportunity meet.


 - Bobby Unser, Automobile Racer, 3-time Indy 500 Winner
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“Success is where preparation and opportunity meet” 

Bobby Unser - Automobile Racer, 3-time Indy 500 Winner  



Case study: King Jehoshaphat

1) Worked to obliterate idol worship in his kingdom (1 Chronicles 17:3-4) 
2) Established systematic instruction of the Holy Scriptures in his realm                    

(II Chronicles 17:7-10) 
“To this wise provision for the spiritual needs of his subjects, Jehoshaphat owed 
much of his prosperity as a ruler.” PP 191 

3) Set up judges throughout his kingdom, with a court of appeals                                
(II Chronicles 19:5-11) 

4) Made Judah an economic powerhouse (II Chronicles 17:5, 18:1)  
5) Built fortresses and storage cities, and vigorously trained his armies for war       

(II Chronicles 17:12-19)



“Jehoshaphat was a man of courage and valor. For years he had been 
strengthening his armies and his fortified cities. He was well prepared to meet 
almost any foe; yet in this crisis he put not his trust in the arm of flesh. Not by 
disciplined armies and fenced cities, but by a living faith in the God of Israel, 
could he hope to gain the victory of these heathen who boasted of their power to 
humble Judah in the eyes of the nations.” (PK 198)

Case study: King Jehoshaphat

“Then the realm of Jehoshaphat was quiet, for his God gave him rest all 
around.”   (II Chronicles 20:30)



Case study: Joshua

“Joshua had received the promise that God would surely overthrow these enemies 
of Israel, yet he put forth as earnest effort as though success depended upon the 
armies of Israel alone. He did all that human energy could do, and then he cried in 
faith for divine aid. The secret of success is the union of divine power with human 
effort. Those who achieve the greatest results are those who rely most implicitly 
upon the Almighty Arm.” (PP 509)



1) give Your absolute best effort 
2) Rely completely on God for the outcome

Tips on Preparation
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A kind, courteous Christian is the most powerful argument in favor of 

the gospel that can be produced"  

Ellen White , Selected Messages Vol. 3, p. 23 



Case Study: Abigail and David  

1 Samuel 25 
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It is in your moments of decision 
that your destiny is shaped 

Tony Robbins, Author, Entrepreneur and 
Philanthropist



case study: “Sons of Issachar”

Tribe Warriors

Judah 6,800

Simeon 7,800

Levi 4,600

Benjamin 3,600

Ephriam 20,800

1/2 Tribe of Manassah 18,000

Sons of Issachar 200

Zebulun 50,000

Naphtali 38,000

Dan 28,600

Asher 40,000

Ruben / Gad / 1/2 Tribe of Manassah 120,000

“And of the children of Issachar, which were men that 
had understanding of the times, to know what Israel 

ought to do; the heads of them were two hundred; and 
all their brethren were at their commandment.” 

(I Chronicles 12:32)

“These men of Issachar were men who had wisdom 
to understand the meaning of current events and 

who were able to provide intelligent counsel” 
SDA Bible Commentary vol 3, p. 163



Case study: “Sons of Issachar”

“But the queen Vashti refused to come at the king's commandment by his 
chamberlains: therefore was the king very wroth, and his anger burned in him. 
Then the king said to the wise men, which knew the times, . . . ‘What shall we do 
unto the queen Vashti according to law, because she hath not performed the 
commandment of the king Ahasuerus?’”

“Persons of learning and experience who were acquainted with precedents and 
knew what would be the proper thing to do on any particular occasion.” (SDA 
Bible Commentary vol 3, p 466)



1) Educate yourself on current events 
2) Utilize scripture as your precedent 
3) Combine to properly frame a decision and 

provide intelligent counsel

Tips on Good Decisions
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Fate whispers to the warrior, 'You can not withstand the 
storm.’ The warrior whispers back, 'I am the storm.' 

 Jake Remington 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/16371440.Jake_Remington


Case Study: David and Goliath 
1 Samuel 17
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Life is like riding a bicycle. To keep 
your balance, you must keep moving 

Albert Einstein



Nehemiah
Local Government 
Two mayors of Jerusalem (3:9, 3:12) 
Mayor of Beth Hacerem (3:14) 
Two Mayors of Mizpah (3:15, 19) 
Mayor of Beth Zur (3:16) 
Two mayors of Keilah (3:17-18) 

Surrounding Cities 
Men of Jericho (3:2) 
Tekoites (3:5) 
Men of Gibeon and Mizpah (3:7) 

Clergy 
Eliashib the High Priest - spiritual head of 
the nation (Nehemiah 3:1) 
Levites - (3:17) 
Nethinim (3:26) 
Priests, men of the plain (3:22)

Business 
Goldsmiths (3:8, 3:32) 
Perfumers (3:8) 
Merchants (3:32) 

“In front of his house" guys (locals) 
Jedaiah (3:10) 
Benjamin (3:23) 
Hasshub (3:23) 
Azariah (3:23) 
Zadok (3:29) 
Meshullum (3:30) 

Women! 
Shallum, and his daughters (3:12) 



Nehemiah

“Now it happened when Sanballat, Tobiah, and Geshem the Arab, and the rest of our 
enemies heard that I had rebuilt the wall, and that there were no breaks left in 
it (though at that time I had not hung the doors in the gates), that Sanballat 
and Geshem sent to me, saying, “Come, let us meet together among the villages in 
the plain of Ono.” But they thought to do me harm.’” (Nehemiah 6:1-2)

“I am doing a great work, so that I cannot come down. Why should the work cease 
while I leave it and go down to you? (Nehemiah 6:3) 

Tried this 4 times!

Fifth time - open letter that you’re going to rebel and set yourself up as King!
(Nehemiah 6:5-7)



Tips on Balancing the Load 

1) Recruit and motivate a broad and multi-Disciplinary group to support the load 
2) Don’t stop until the work is complete!
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“Candor isn’t cruel. It does not destroy. On 
the contrary, any successful feedback 

system is built on empathy, on the idea that 
we are all in this together”   

Ed Catmull, CEO of Pixar



Case Study: David and Nathan 
2 Samuel 12
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“A word fitly spoken is 
like apples of gold in 

settings of silver” 

King SOlomon



Case Study: Jesus in Dialogue

Nicodemus: “Rabbi, we know that You are a teacher come from God; for no one can 
do these signs that You do unless God is with him.” (John 3:1)

“His words were designed to express and to invite confidence; but they really 
expressed unbelief.” (DA 168)

“Instead of recognizing this salutation, . . . He came directly to the point . . . (DA 
168)

Jesus: “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the 
kingdom of God.” (John 3:2)



Case study: Jesus in Dialogue

Disciples: “Therefore, when they had come together, they asked Him, saying, “Lord, 
will You at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” (Acts 1:6)

Jesus doesn’t confirm or deny. He absorbs and redirects.

Jesus: “It is not for you to know times or seasons which the Father has put in His 
own authority. But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 
you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, 
and to the end of the earth.” (Acts 1:7-8)



Tips on Choosing right words 

1) Study how to answer (Proverbs 15:28) 
2) Read the situation and the people you are engaging 
3) Determine whether a direct, INDIRECT or a redirect is most effective



QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
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THANKS FOR ATTENDING

DANNY HOUGHTON, JARED THURMON 
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