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FOUR STAGES OF SUNDAY LAW

e 1. Refrain From Working on Sunday — 9T 232, 233;
CT 550, 551

e 2. Honor Sunday, but can still worship on Sabbath —
GC 608

« 3. Cannot worship on Sabbath, only Sunday; fines
and imprisonment imposed — GC 607

« 4. Death penalty to those who worship Sabbath and
disregard Sunday — Rev. 13:15-17, GC 604, 621, 635



| saw another angel come down from heaven, having
great power; and the earth was lightened with his
glory. And he cried mightily with a strong voice,
saying, Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and is
become the habitation of devils, and the hold of
every foul spirit, and a cage of every unclean and
hateful bird.” “And | heard another voice from
heaven, saying, Come out of her, My people, that ye
be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not
of her plagues.” Revelation 18:1, 2, 4. - (GC 603.1)



This scripture points forward to a time when the
announcement of the fall of Babylon, as made by the
second angel of Revelation 14 (verse 8), is to be
repeated, with the additional mention of the
corruptions which have been entering the various
organizations that constitute Babylon, since that
message was first given, in the summer of 1844. A
terrible condition of the religious world is here
described. . . In defiance of the warnings which God
has given, they will continue to trample upon one of
the precepts of the Decalogue, until they are led to
persecute those who hold it sacred. — GC 603.2



The prophet says: “l saw another angel come
down from heaven, having great power; and
the earth was lightened with his glory. And he
cried mightily with a strong voice, saying,
Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen.... And |
heard another voice from heaven, saying,
Come out of her, my people, that ye be not
partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of
her plagues. For her sins have reached unto
heaven, and God hath remembered her
iniquities.” — (ST June 12, 1893, par. 13)



When do her sins reach unto heaven? When
the law of God is finally made void by
legislation. Then the extremity of God’s
people is his opportunity to show who is
the governor of heaven and earth. As a
Satanic power is stirring up the elements
from beneath, God will send light and
power to his people, that the message of
truth may be proclaimed to all the world.

— (ST June 12, 1893, par. 13)
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Heretofore those who presented the truths
of the third angel’s message have often
been regarded as mere alarmists. Their
predictions that religious intolerance would
gain control in the United States, that
church and state would unite to persecute
those who keep the commandments of
God, have been pronounced groundless

and absurd. — (GC 605.3)



It has been confidently declared that this
land could never become other than what it
has been-the defender of religious
freedom. But as the question of enforcing
Sunday observance is widely agitated, the
event so long doubted and disbelieved is
seen to be approaching, and the third
message will produce an effect which it
could not have had before. - (GC 605.3)



STAGE ONE OF SUNDAY LAW

« REFRAIN FROM
WORK ON SUNDAY

« DAY of REST
ENCOURAGED

« ENGAGE IN
MISSIONARY LABOR




STAGE ONE OF SUNDAY LAW

CHECK OUT THE GREEN
SABBATH PROJECT

ONE DAY EVERY WEEK,
DO NOTHING

TAKE A WEEKLY DAY OF
REST. MAKE IT A REAL
SABBATH. FOR YOU. FOR
EARTH.

DON'T DRIVE. DON'T
SHOP. DON'T BUILD.




Dear Brother,

| will try to answer your question as to what you
should do in the case of Sunday laws being
enforced. - (9T 232.1)

The light given me by the Lord at a time when we
were expecting just such a crisis as you seem to be
approaching, was that when the people were moved
by a power from beneath to enforce Sunday
observance, Seventh-day Adventists were to show
their wisdom by refraining from their ordinary work
on that day, devoting it to missionary effort. - (9T
232.2)



To defy the Sunday laws will but strengthen in their
persecution the religious zealots who are seeking to
enforce them. Give them no occasion to call you
lawbreakers. If they are left to rein up men who fear
neither God nor man, the reining up will soon lose its
novelty for them, and they will see that it is not consistent
nor convenient for them to be strict in regard to the
observance of Sunday. Keep right on with your missionary
work, with your Bibles in your hands, and the enemy wiill
see that he has worsted his own cause. One does not
receive the mark of the beast because he shows that he
realizes the wisdom of keeping the peace by refraining
from work that gives offense, doing at the same time a
work of the highest importance. - (9T 232.3)



When we devote Sunday to missionary work,
the whip will be taken out of the hands of the
arbitrary zealots who would be well pleased
to humiliate Seventh-day Adventists. When
they see that we employ ourselves on
Sunday in visiting the people and opening
the Scriptures to them, they will know that it
is useless for them to try to hinder our work
by making Sunday laws. - (9T 232.4)



Make no demonstration on Sunday in
defiance of law. If this is done in one place,
and you are humiliated, the same thing will
be done in another place. We can use Sunday
as a day on which to carry forward work that
will tell on the side of Christ. We are to do our
best, working with all meekness and

lowliness. - (9T 235.1)



At another time when our brethren were threatened
with persecution and were questioning in regard to
what they should do, | gave the same advice that | had
given in answer to the question concerning the use of
Sunday for games. | said, “Employ Sunday in doing
missionary work for God. Teachers, go with your
students. Take them to the homes of the people, near
and far, and teach them how to talk in a way to do
good. Let the people know that you are interested in
their souls’ salvation.” The blessing of God rested
upon the students as they diligently searched the
Scriptures in order to learn how to present the truths
of the word in such a way that these truths would be
received with favor. - (CT 551.1)



STAGE TWO OF SUNDAY LAW

LAW TO HONOR AND
WORSHIP ON SUNDAY

CAN STILL “"OBSERVE"
SABBATH

SOCIAL PRESSURE

INCREASES/LITTLE TIME
OF TROUBLE

MANY SEVENTH-DAY
ADVENTISTS
COMPROMISE




As the storm approaches, a large class who
have professed faith in the third angel’s
message, but have not been sanctified
through obedience to the truth, abandon
their position and join the ranks of the
opposition. By uniting with the world and
partaking of its spirit, they have come to
view matters in nearly the same light; and
when the test is brought, they are prepared
to choose the easy, popular side. - GC 608.2



Men of talent and pleasing address, who once
rejoiced in the truth, employ their powers to
deceive and mislead souls. They become the
most bitter enemies of their former brethren.
When Sabbathkeepers are brought before the
courts to answer for their faith, these
apostates are the most efficient agents of
Satan to misrepresent and accuse them, and
by false reports and insinuations to stir up the
rulers against them. - (GC 608.2)



STAGE THREE OF SUNDAY LAW

LAW PROHIBITS
WORSHIP ON SABBATH

CAN ONLY WORSHIP
ON SUNDAY

FINES AND
IMPRISONMENT
IMPOSED

CANNOT BUY OR SELL;
REV. 13:17; DAN. 11:43




As the controversy extends into new fields and the
minds of the people are called to God’s downtrodden
law, Satan is astir. The power attending the message
will only madden those who oppose it. The clergy will
put forth almost superhuman efforts to shut away the
light lest it should shine upon their flocks. By every
means at their command they will endeavor to
suppress the discussion of these vital questions. The
church appeals to the strong arm of civil power, and, in
this work, papists and Protestants unite. As the
movement for Sunday enforcement becomes more
bold and decided, the law will be invoked against
commandment keepers. — (GC 607.1)



They will be threatened with fines and
imprisonment, and some will be offered positions
of influence, and other rewards and advantages,
as inducements to renounce their faith. But their
steadfast answer is: “Show us from the word of
God our error”’—the same plea that was made by
Luther under similar circumstances. Those who are
arraigned before the courts make a strong
vindication of the truth, and some who hear them
are led to take their stand to keep all the
commandments of God. Thus light will be brought
before thousands who otherwise would know
nothing of these truths. - (GC 607.1)



STAGE FOUR OF SUNDAY LAW

DEATH DECREE

REV. 13:15-17; DAN.
11:44,45

PROBATION CLOSES

TIME OF JACOB'S
TROUBLE BEGINS

SATAN PERSONATES
CHRIST




Fearful is the issue to which the world is to be
brought. The powers of earth, uniting to war
against the commandments of God, will decree
that “all, both small and great, rich and poor,
free and bond"” (Revelation 13:16), shall
conform to the customs of the church by the
observance of the false sabbath. All who refuse
compliance will be visited with civil penalties,
and it will finally be declared that they are
deserving of death. On the other hand, the law
of God enjoining the Creator’s rest day demands
obedience and threatens wrath against all who
transgress its precepts. - (GC 604.2)



With the issue thus clearly brought before
him, whoever shall trample upon God'’s law to
obey a human enactment receives the mark of
the beast; he accepts the sign of allegiance to
the power which he chooses to obey instead
of God. The warning from heaven is: “If any
man worship the beast and his image, and
receive his mark in his forehead, or in his
hand, the same shall drink of the wine of the
wrath of God, which is poured out without

mixture into the cup of His indignation.”
Revelation 14:9, 10. - (GC 604.3)



SATAN PERSONATES CHRIST

. LAST GREATACTOF & "
DRAMA * *

« PROVIDES IMPETUS
FOR DEATH DECREE

« REV. 12:17; DAN.
11:44,45




As the crowning act in the great drama of
deception, Satan himself will personate Christ.
The church has long professed to look to the
Saviour’s advent as the consummation of her
hopes. Now the great deceiver will make it
appear that Christ has come. In different parts
of the earth, Satan will manifest himself
among men as a majestic being of dazzling
brightness, resembling the description of the
Son of God given by John in the Revelation.
Revelation 1:13-15. - (GC 624.2)



The glory that surrounds him is unsurpassed
by anything that mortal eyes have yet
beheld. The shout of triumph rings out upon
the air: “Christ has come! Christ has come!”
The people prostrate themselves in
adoration before him, while he lifts up his
hands and pronounces a blessing upon
them, as Christ blessed His disciples when
He was upon the earth. His voice is soft and
subdued, yet full of melody. — (GC 624.2)



In gentle, compassionate tones he presents some of
the same gracious, heavenly truths which the Saviour
uttered; he heals the diseases of the people, and then,
in his assumed character of Christ, he claims to have
changed the Sabbath to Sunday, and commands all to
hallow the day which he has blessed. He declares that
those who persist in keeping holy the seventh day are
blaspheming his name by refusing to listen to his
angels sent to them with light and truth. This is the
strong, almost overmastering delusion. Like the
Samaritans who were deceived by Simon Magus, the
multitudes, from the least to the greatest, give heed to

these sorceries, saying: This is “the great power of
God.” Acts 8:10. - (GC 624.2)



But the people of God will not be misled.
The teachings of this false Christ are not in
accordance with the Scriptures. His
blessing is pronounced upon the
worshipers of the beast and his image,
the very class upon whom the Bible
declares that God’s unmingled wrath shall
be poured out. - (GC 625.1)



When the protection of human laws shall be
withdrawn from those who honor the law of
God, there will be, in different lands, a
simultaneous movement for their
destruction. As the time appointed in the
decree draws near, the people will conspire
to root out the hated sect. It will be
determined to strike in one night a decisive
blow, which shall utterly silence the voice of
dissent and reproof. - (GC 635.1)



The people of God-some in prison cells,
some hidden in solitary retreats in the forests
and the mountains-still plead for divine
protection, while in every quarter companies
of armed men, urged on by hosts of evil
angels, are preparing for the work of death.
It is now, in the hour of utmost extremity,
that the God of Israel will interpose for the
deliverance of His chosen...-(GC 635.2)



With shouts of triumph, jeering, and imprecation,
throngs of evil men are about to rush upon their
prey, when, lo, a dense blackness, deeper than the
darkness of the night, falls upon the earth. Then a
rainbow, shining with the glory from the throne of
God, spans the heavens and seems to encircle each
praying company. The angry multitudes are
suddenly arrested. Their mocking cries die away.
The objects of their murderous rage are forgotten.
With fearful forebodings they gaze upon the
symbol of God’s covenant and long to be shielded
from its overpowering brightness. - (GC 635.3)



PREPARATION FOR THE
COMING CRISIS

&

« SEASON OF
DISTRESS THAT IS
BEFORE US

« HOW ARE YOU
PREPARING?




The season of distress and anguish before us will
require a faith that can endure weariness, delay,
and hunger-a faith that will not faint though
severely tried. The period of probation is granted
to all to prepare for that time. Jacob prevailed
because he was persevering and determined. His
victory is an evidence of the power of importunate
prayer. All who will lay hold of God’s promises, as
he did, and be as earnest and persevering as he
was, Will succeed as he succeeded. — (GC 621.2)



Now, while our great High Priest is making the
atonement for us, we should seek to become perfect
in Christ. Not even by a thought could our Saviour be
brought to yield to the power of temptation. Satan
finds in human hearts some point where he can gain a
foothold; some sinful desire is cherished, by means of
which his temptations assert their power. But Christ
declared of Himself: “The prince of this world cometh,
and hath nothing in Me.” John 14:30. Satan could find
nothing in the Son of God that would enable him to
gain the victory. He had kept His Father’s
commandments, and there was no sin in Him that
Satan could use to his advantage. This is the condition
in which those must be found who shall stand in the
time of trouble. - (GC 623.1)



