
cuttings



seeding and cloning: cuttings, divisions, 
layering, grafting.



i.e. same genetic makeup as the parent plant



¨ Cuttings- short tips or side shoots.
¨ Divisions- dividing a clumping plant.
¨ Layering- rooting a shoot before cutting it off 

the parent plant.
¨ Grafting…



Examples are: Hosta, Grasses, Raspberry, 
Ginger, Tumeric, Daylily.



Figs, Blueberry, Currents, Root stock for grafting





¨ Herbaceous Vs. Perennials (woody) 
¨ Rooting hormone
¨ Tools
¨ Tray sizes
¨ Environmental conditions
¨ Mothers stock
¨ Timing 



½” – 2” long, new growth, large first shoots of spring 
are the best.



Notice the fresh new growth



¨ Basil, Catnip, Chamomile, Fuchia, Lavender, 
Lemon Balm, Lemon Verbena, Marjoram, Mint, 
Oregano, Rosemary, Sage, Winter savory, 
Stevia,  French Tarragon, Thyme, Ornamental 
Potato Vine, Lots of perennials… (Roses, 
Hibiscus…)





Use a knife to cut stem to avoid damage…



2” -4”long, Cut 1/4”- 1/2”  onto the 
brown woody growth and scarify.





¨ Shrubs- Arborvitae, Boxwood, Grapes, Juniper, 
Euonymus, Spirea,  Laurel…

¨ Grapes are a bit different….



The best herbaceous cutting snips look like this:



Liquid or powder



Plug cells are about 1/4th of final pot size…





Finer texture soil for seedlings and plug trays: often sold as “plug mix”



…that favor root growth.







Down to 3 -5 seconds on at a time and 
as often as 20 – 30 minuet intervals







A look at the calendar…











Crains bill (perennial geranium), perennial 
poppies…







¨ Things to consider: in ground plants or potted 
plants.

¨ Note how many cuttings you can get from a 
stock plant and have the number of plants you 
need to provide the cuttings you’ll want. 

¨ Stock plants in someone else’s garden, in 
another state… 

¨ You can do it!!!


