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BLUEBERRY SPECIES
• Rabbiteye (Vaccinum Virgatum syn. V. Ashei) native to the deep south, 

hexaploid 6X
• Highbush (Vaccinium corymbosum) “Northern Highbush” domesticated in 

NJ, but also native into the south; tetraploid 4X
• Southern Highbush (Vaccinum corymbosum X?) complex tetraploid 4X 

interspecific hybrids with lower chill requirement., greater soil adaptability





• Stems detach
• Don’t crack
• Dry stem scar
• firm
• Good flavor 

(esp. not tart)
• Disease 

resistance
• Color (not too 

dark)

• Size
• Good bush 

survival
• Market 

prejudice
• Ripens at the 

right time
• Consistent 

Yield
• Pollination

VARIETY SELECTION











Plant Selection
• Container grown or bare root 
• Disease and virus free





Site preparation







PLANTING
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• 1st year: 54# N/A
• 2nd & 3rd year: 90# N/A
• 4th & beyond: 68-100# N/A
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Frost Protection
































