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It’s a seed 
It’s a seed 

It’s a tiny little seed. 
Put it down 

in the ground  
and a miracle you’ll see.



It’s a seed 
It’s a seed 

It’s a tiny little seed. 
Put it down 

in the ground  
and a miracle you’ll see…depends.





“If the weather ain’t swell,  
it ain’t growin’ well.”  

Famous Oklahoma Sayin’ 
(I just made up)







USDA Hardiness Zones



Min. Average Low Temps
Temp F Temp F



USDA Hardiness Zones

4a / -30 to -25 
Polebridge, MT

10b / 35 to 40 
Miami, FL

8b/ 15 to 20 
Glen Rose, TX

*

*



Heroic Growing
Oranges in Montana? 



USDA Hardiness Zones



Min. Average Low Temps
Temp F Temp F



Min Average vs. Actual Low

7b / Davis, OK 
Min. Average Low 

5º - 10º



Min Average vs. Actual Low

Davis, OK  / 7b 
Min. Average Low 

5º - 10º

Davis, OK 
Actual Low 

-5º/ 2024



USDA Hardiness Zones

What the Hardiness Zones doesn’t tell you: 
  

• How hot it gets in the summer 
• Amount of rainfall in your area 
• How dry or humid it is in your area 
• When is your first or last freeze date 



USDA Hardiness Zones 8b / 15 to 20 
Glen Rose, TX

*

8b / 15 to 20 
Bellingham 

WA

*

*
8b / 15 to 20 

Greeneville, NC







Any time you get growing advice 
(online, in a book, in a dark alley, here 
at the conference) always, always ask 
yourself this question: “where is this 
person growing?”



Tale of 3 (8b) Cities

Bellingham, WA 

Jan Temps 

47º / 36º


July Temps

74º / 54º


Yearly Rainfall

39”

Glen Rose, TX 

Jan Temps

58º / 27º


July Temps

98º / 69º


Yearly Rainfall

35”

Greenville, NC 

Jan Temps

54º / 35º


July Temps

90º / 72º


Yearly Rainfall

50”



Okra  
Right Time & Right Place

• Germinates best Temps 
70-90


• Evening Temps of 60 or 
higher


• Day Temps 85 or higher 


• Grows even at over 100


• Which 8b city would it grow 
best



Tale of 3 (8b) Cities

Bellingham, WA 

Jan Temps 

47º / 36º


July Temps

74º / 54º


Yearly Rainfall

39”

Glen Rose, TX 

Jan Temps

58º / 27º


July Temps

98º / 69º


Yearly Rainfall

35”

Greenville, NC 

Jan Temps

54º / 35º


July Temps

90º / 72º


Yearly Rainfall

50”



Spinach  
Right Time & Right Place

• Germinates and grows best  
Temps 55 -75


• Humidity 50-70%


• “Bolts” Day Temps 80 or 
higher 



Tale of 3 (8b) Cities

Bellingham, WA 

Jan Temps 

47º / 36º


July Temps

74º / 54º


Yearly Rainfall

39”

Glen Rose, TX 

Jan Temps

58º / 27º


July Temps

98º / 69º


Yearly Rainfall

35”

Greenville, NC 

Jan Temps

54º / 35º


July Temps

90º / 72º


Yearly Rainfall

50”



Cool Weather Vegetables 
(High Temps / 60-75 degrees)

• Lettuce

• Kale

• Beets

• Spinach

• Carrots

• Broccoli

• Radishes

• Peas Etc…



Warm Weather Vegetables 
(High Temps / 80-90 degrees)

• Peppers

• Tomatoes

• Cucumbers

• Squash

• Green Beans

• Corn

• Watermelon

• Eggplant Etc…



Hot Weather Vegetables 
(High Temps / 85-100+ degrees)

• Okra

• Sweet Potatoes

• Black-eye Peas

• Cow Peas

• Purple Hull Peas

• Tomatillos

• Zinnias (flower) Etc…



Any time you get growing advice 
(online, in a book, in a dark alley, here 
at the conference) always, always ask 
yourself this question: “where is this 
person growing?”



Iowa Transplant





“…exposing plants to 3-h periods of 
temperatures above 104ºF on two 
successive days may cause fruit set 
failure.”



Bellingham, WA 



-Jason, Co-owner of Joe’s Garden

“Find someone in your area who is growing 
good vegetables and learn from them.”

Bellingham, WA 



Growing the Right 
Plants at the Right 
Time in the Right 

Place… 

…is best learned 
from someone who 

grows in your neck of 
the woods. 





Questions?


